
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Special Meeting  

 
July 25, 2016 

 

  9:00 AM Review Consent Agenda 

  9:30 AM Briefing Among Commissioners – Approve Vouchers  

11:00 AM Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

  1:30 PM Update – Planning  

  4:30 PM Review Meeting Minutes and Approve  

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on July 25, 2016, with, 

Ray Campbell, Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy, and Laleña Johns Clerk of the Board present. 

Commissioner DeTro Commissioner away on personal business. 

 

Review Consent Agenda 

Commissioners reviewed the consent agenda.  

 

Briefing Among Commissioners – Approve Vouchers  

The commissioners briefed each other on county business.  

 

Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

Verlene Hughes 

 

Preliminary Budget status 

 

Road Log Update 

Mapping 

Commissioner Kennedy explained at the last meeting she understood the issues, but now 

she is isn’t sure. She would like to tract exactly what is being worked on. She went through 

the spreadsheet and took the done one off. She went to the next issue with annexation by 

cities and those were done correctly and those were taken off the list. There is enough 

information they can be put on the map. She went next to the vacated or transferred roads 

and out of the red ones Browning Road and Best Road and shows vacated 1989 and a 

recording numbers. She took those off as those should also be placed on the map. 

Commissioner Kennedy went through the different colored map roads to get clarification on 

the future process the road must take.  

 

The map the commissioners were looking at does not show the roads that have been 

vacated on it. Commissioner Campbell would like to see which roads have been removed 
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through the legal vacation process and those that have been removed without the proper 

process.  

 

Solid Waste 

Closure of Ellisforde Landfill 

Environmental Engineer RFQ 

 

Conconully Sewer Utility RFQ 

Emergency Maintenance 

These are emergency failures that people call in. Mr. Rough explained that calls of this 

nature would be called into Dispatch. The RFQ would consider someone off the small works 

roster to perform the emergency service when no one else is available to address the 

emergency. He discussed the idea versus a permanent fix. He is starting to work on that 

right a way. The current maintenance utility worker retains the work on regular business 

days but for the emergency work outside the regular hours another company would be 

contacted.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked for clarification on whether Dispatch would take this on. Mr.. 

Rough stated it would be through the non-emergency call line and it used to be set up this 

way. The public works thought this work would be often enough that it would be under a 

contract situation rather than through a small works roster on an individual basis. His 

concern was that if one person was always used then it would appear we were not using the 

small works process appropriately. Commissioner Kennedy asked about the City providing 

the emergency maintenance work. Mr. Rough stated the City did not want it although they 

did at one time in the past. Commissioner Campbell would like MR. Rough to rekindle that 

discussion with the city as they are right there and the want the revenue. Mr. Rough will 

begin that conversation again with the city and Commissioner DeTro when he returns. 

 

Update – Planning  

Perry Huston, Angie Hubbard, Kris Erlandsen, Dan Beardslee, Vicki So and So? 

 

Subdivision Code 

Latest Drafts were provided and were sent to legal for review and now they are ready to go. 

The question is how does the commissioners wish to proceed? Study sessions to look at 

recommendations.  

 

Kris stated the group focused on the clustering language limited segregation, but besides 

that they did not dig into subdivision code. Commissioner Campbell asked whether the 

group had reviewed the current draft, and Mr. Erlandsen said no he had not. Commissioner 

Campbell would like the advisory group to take a look at the current draft and run 
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concurrently. Ms. Hubbard provided him a copy. Director Huston will provide a copy to the 

group. The commissioners looked at the various draft versions to ensure the copy is most 

current.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked Dan Beardslee to weigh in on legal water. The question is 

does the document with clustering and subdivision does the cluster have the other 

information in it? Mr. Beardslee has not had a chance to read it to make a meaningful 

comparison and he would like a time line for when the board wishes his result. 

Commissioner Campbell stated the board would have like to have adopted yesterday.   

 

The Board would like the advisory committee to review all drafts and get back with the 

commissioners’.  

 

SMP Comment/Response 

Extension Letter 

 

We must cover the points they outlined in the Future wise comments. Most of it where we 

believe in the document we dealt with that issue. Some will be more technical, but this is our 

response to the comments. Critical habitat is one thing they have drilled in on and we are 

prepared to answer. Director Huston will move that along and will put the ball back in DOE’s 

court to return specifics back to us.  

 

Whistler Canyon Property 

Director Huston explained that someone was interested in acquiring the Whistler Canyon 

Trail. 

 

Director Huston explained a different request from a private landowner to donate private 

land in Malott to the county. Commissioner Kennedy would rather they donate to someone 

who could actually use it such as to build affordable or homeless housing. Commissioner 

Campbell agreed that the land would be better used for those types of projects. Director 

Huston stated if the county accepted the land there are tasks that must be completed before 

the donation could be accepted.  

 

Director Huston discussed how the county acquired the Whistler Canyon Trail. 

Commissioner Kennedy recapped how the parcels came to be. Gold digger did operate an 

orchard at the foot of the canyon trail. When the county decided to put the parking lot in the 

trees were removed.  
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Does the board wish to discuss further. Commissioner Kennedy would like to get 

Commissioner DeTro’s input since it is his district. She would also like to know exactly what 

the proposal is regarding the Whistler Canyon Trail.  

 

USFS 

Travel Management Plan\comment\accumulated impacts 

Forest Management Plan\Update 

Chewuch Transportation Plan\objection 

Mission Project follow-up 

 

Conservation Easements-Public Hearing 

Follow-up 

How does the commissioners wish to communicate to RCO regarding the conservation 

easements? Commissioner Campbell explained they are coming up on their 10 year review, 

with a concern they are going backwards as was discussed. The needs assessment under 

the wilderness plan there was a retired FS chief that was ranger that was delegated to draft 

foundation information and included that a needs assessment is needed by the outfitters.  

Restricting the use of the wilderness by not providing access to elderly, disabled, or those 

that would not otherwise be able to access the forest by eliminating the Outfitters permits. 

They have taken an average from a period of time assessment and found where the 

permitted use fell. Commissioner Campbell argued that one reason they wanted to close the 

roads that lead to wilderness areas being closed was that the demand to access those 

areas was down. But, it doesn’t make sense to further restrict the access to wilderness just 

because demand is down. Commissioner Campbell would like this to be an issue to 

consider. Commissioner Kennedy stated the Outfitters have been working for over 18 years 

with the Forest Service to obtain a 10-year permit to access the forest.  

 

Commissioner Campbell stated he is not opposed to conservation easements nor 

government cooperation to help individuals. He said doesn’t like his tax dollars being spent 

on conservation easements but it is between the landowner and the entity. It is not his job to 

say people cannot do it. He is oppose to taking the land off the tax rolls. We had our public 

hearing and listened to both sides and reluctant to take a position. Commissioner Kennedy 

stated she has taken a position on conservation easements and she has not changed that 

view. Public funds are being used to fund the purchases and the reason they have to come 

before the county is because we have been vocal b because no one knew of them until after 

they were done and impacts were felt in the budgets.  With the lack of rentals, affordable 

housing, there are long term impacts to small businesses and we need to come up with 

some kind of balance to respond. The reason they are coming before the county is because 

Olympia heard us. All the RCO is looking for is the acknowledgment that the Conservation 

District group came and discussed the proposed easements and put it on record and 
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package it up as our concerns about long term impacts. Commissioner Campbell stated who 

really care about putting their land into conservation easements to protect the farm land why 

can’t they do that with an attorney of their own. He doesn’t like Westside big money buying 

up big ranches and paying for it with our tax payer money.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy mentioned several programs available that landowners can use to 

take their land out of production for 15 years. We only have 15% of private land in the 

county to develop for people to live on. The more people sell their development rights away 

the less land we have to live on or make a living on.  Director Huston asked how the board 

wishes to relay to RCO the results of the meeting. Commissioner Kennedy stated the 

reasons she thought we should respond. Commissioner Campbell doesn’t think it is right to 

take tax dollars to fund the easements with assured the land stays or continues production 

of the land and maintain the numbers. Commissioner Kennedy replied that the Conservation 

District replied that it was the rancher’s responsibility to ensure the land remains worked.  

 

Director Huston provided the commissioners with a letter from the Confederated Tribes of 

Colville Reservation regarding a conditional use permit to develop a 26 acre RV Park. 

Attached.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy recused herself from discussing any issues or discussions where 

Crop Production Services (CPS) is involved and this project appears to be an adjacent land 

owner to the CPS property. Director Huston stated the county should acknowledge the letter 

and project.  

 

Director Huston stated a draft agreement with the Tribe was being worked on by Ben Rough 

which Director Huston will pick up and get moving again.  

 

Oroville EMS Agreement  

Director Huston explained a need to clarify the Oroville EMS district. 

 

Tonasket EMS District  

Records were secured that were in the Parsonage. The Ambulances are scheduled to be 

inspected by Joe’s Automotive and Les Schwab. The heart monitor’s will also be inspected 

this week and properly certified.  

 

We need to double check what type of vehicle insurance the EMS district has for the 

ambulances. 

 

Director Huston discussed the Jail Ceiling project which the Capital Improvement budget 

was identified for the repairs. The treasurer was reluctant to use the Infrastructure funds so 
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REET was the other option. Beaman Architect still has some funding for the last step which 

is to draft the bid documents. Director Huston will check with the Treasurer on funds.  

 

The Bathroom project is being looked at by the State Auditor. The running start on the 

design but didn’t have it out in the form of a bid packet. Opposed to getting another architect 

we just needed someone to fine tune it for the revised project. If he can do that he will follow 

up with some phone calls so we can get it out to bid. The packets should be together by Fair 

time. Commissioner Kennedy would like it put out before Fair so that when Fair is over we 

can begin. Director Huston will check and see if those changes can be made. Commissioner 

Kennedy fears that time will slip away before we get a contractor secured. The chances are 

we could have the bathrooms, grandstand demolition and construction started. 

Commissioner Campbell would like to have a design in place first before demo starts so we 

have an idea of what we have to work with. Commissioner Kennedy stated  

 

Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 

Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 and 

those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have been 

recorded on a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did vote, by 

unanimous vote, to approve the county vouchers in the amount of $633,862.95. Warrant 

numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion seconded and carried.  

 

Review Meeting Minutes and Approve  

Commissioners reviewed meeting minutes.  

 

The commissioners adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 


